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With the rising overabundance of informa-
tion people are experiencing difficulties in se-
lecting relevant content. Recommender sys-
tems try to assist users in this process by using
intelligent recommendation algorithms to filter
the information.
Nowadays recommender systems focus on
combining multiple recommendation algo-
rithms to smooth out disadvantages and to ex-
ploit their benefits [1]. Although these hybrid
systems have shown their value [2], they often
suffer from overfitting and do not allow indi-
vidual user oriented hybrid approaches.
We would like to come up with a new recom-
mendation strategy that allows hybrid recom-
mendation approaches to be dynamically gen-
erated for individual users.
II. METHODS
Through an online experiment we will first
try to evaluate the value of different types
of feedback systems and consider an optimal
feedback collection strategy for hybrid recom-
mender systems. Next we will use the col-
lected dataset from this experiment to ana-
lyze the applicability of machine learning tech-
niques for the specific optimization problem
we need to overcome in this research.
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III. ONLINE FEEDBACK EXPERIMENT
We have set up an online feedback experi-
ment on a popular Belgian cultural website that
offers an overview of upcoming events in Flan-
ders (the northern part of Belgium).
In May 2010 we installed a module that logs
all kinds of possible user feedback informa-
tion. Explicit feedback is collected by four rat-
ing systems that are randomly shown to brows-
ing users. Browsing behavior and the clicks
on specific links are some of the forms of im-
plicit feedback we monitor. In five months
time we already registered over 8000 ratings,
800.000 pageviews and more than 200.000
unique clicks.
IV. CONCLUSIONS
The collected data will allow us to ana-
lyze the value and optimal feedback collec-
tion approaches for hybrid recommender sys-
tems. The results can be integrated in a valu-
able dataset for the planned research regarding
machine learning techniques to personalize the
hybrid recommendation process.
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